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From Superintendent Sharon McClain  

Dear Parents and Friends, 

I am so proud of the outstanding job the Hermosa View and 
Hermosa Valley School staff does educating your children and providing those 
“extras” that make the schools so wonderful.   Just a few weeks ago, over 500 
dads and daughters came to the Hollywood Glam father/daughter dance.  Our 8th 
graders are attending Astro Camp in Idyllwild in the San Bernardino mountains 
during February (boys) and April (girls), our 6th graders attended Outdoor 
Education Camp in Malibu in February and my favorite trip of all, the 7th graders 
will be in Catalina the first week of thie month at the Catalina Island Marine 
Institute.  We recently hosted over 60 parents at Kindergarten Information Night 
and our fabulous Talent Show and Spring Musical are coming up!  And, the Rotary 
Club of Escondido is sponsoring a Renaissance Faire that will benefit our kids April 
26 and 27 at View School.  We couldn’t do it without you, the wonderful Hermosa 
community!  Thank you for volunteering and for providing financial support for all of 
these activities! 

Even though we don’t think of them this way, there are other “extras“ according to 
the State of California such as low class sizes (20:1) in Kindergarten through 3rd 
grades, hands on science in a state of the art science lab (the ONLY one in 
California), music, musical theater, staffed libraries where children receive 
assistance, an outstanding K-8 technology program, assistant principal support in 
2nd – 8th grades at Valley School, and individualized instruction.  With recent 
proposed budget cuts, all of these programs are at risk.  California was recently 
ranked by Quality Counts in their 2008 report as 47th in per-pupil expenditures.  
And yet, we rank 5th in police and fire protection, 7th in expenditures for prison 
operations and 17th in expenditures for public welfare.  Not surprisingly, California 
student achievement in basic skills ranks well below the national average.  Local 
taxes, which used to go to local schools, are now sent to Sacramento and 
distributed throughout the state in all school districts.  Hermosa’s taxes support not 
only our school district, but two other districts the size of Hermosa.  Fundraising 
has become important to keep good programs for kids. 

How do Hermosa’s kids compare to kids in California and nationwide?  Hermosa’s 
schools rank among the top in California and the Na tion in student academic 
achievement and have been awarded California Distin guished School and 
National Blue Ribbon School status .   

How is that accomplished?  Through great programs, many of which are 
considered “extras“ by the State, hard work on the part of staff, great effort by 
students and their parents, through the efforts of volunteers, and through the 
financial support of our parents and community.   

The Board of Education recently called for a Parcel Tax election on June 3.  Be 
sure to vote. Additionally, the Hermosa Beach Education Foundation, the Parent 
Teacher Organization and the Excellence in Education Committee are beginning to 
fundraise to help pay for the programs for the 2008-2009 school year.  Please step 
up and be counted as a supporter of our wonderful programs!  We don’t want to 
lose them.  Any donation is accepted by the Hermosa Beach Education 
Foundation or HVPTO and it’s tax deductible!  Ask your Room Parent how to 
donate.  Thank you for all you do!   
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Earlier this summer, the Hermosa Beach Police Department met with school 
administration to discuss traffic congestion and student safety concerns related to 
Hermosa Valley’s Parking lot.  A task force of representatives from the city, school 
and police department came together to formulate the Student Valet Program.  I am 
happy to say that Hermosa Valley’s morning valet system is up and running well.   

It is important that we acknowledge and thank everyone who are actively involved in making this program a 
success. Numerous students in grades 5-8 have volunteered to participate as Student Valets.  They are 
committed to coming to school by 7:45, took precious time from their lunch period to be trained by the 
Hermosa Beach Police Department to understand the protocols necessary to make this program work.  Adult 
volunteers and parents have generously agreed to give their time and assist with the program; they too have 
received training from local law enforcement.  Lastly, we need to thank the Hermosa Beach Police 
Department for making this happen.  Their commitment to the program and to student safety is 
commendable.   

I would like to thank everyone for following the guidelines set forth by the Student Valet Program.    With time 
and practice, efficiency will prevail during the morning drop off.    I would like to pass along some rules 
regarding our morning valet system.  Please read them and then decide if this is right for you and your child. 

¨ Please watch your speed as you enter the valet line. 

¨ Children must be ready to exit on the right side with backpacks in hand.  Backpacks need to be with the 
child, not in the trunk or anywhere else in the car. 

¨ Your child’s exit needs to be swift…there are a lot of cars waiting behind you. 

¨ Pull as far forward as possible, keep the engine running and DO NOT GET OUT OF THE CAR!   

¨ Make sure the Student Valets are done closing your door and away from your car before you begin to 
drive off. 

Here are some other reminders regarding student dro p off and parking concerns: 

¨ Parents who need to exit their car or help children unload large items (such as a band instruments or 
school projects) should use the 15-minute parking on Valley Drive. 

¨ The parking lot next to Time Warner Cable is for Hermosa Valley Staff only.  This parking lot should 
NEVER be used as a drop off zone, as it is unsafe for student safety. 

¨ If you are volunteering in the classroom, please get a temporary placard from the school office that 
designates “volunteer parking”.  Please place the placard on the front of your dashboard.  This placard will 
enable you to park in the north end of the school parking lot. 

Lastly, the spirit of volunteering can be contagious!  We are still in need of additional parents to help out with 
the program.  If you can volunteer 45 minutes of your time one day a week, we would love to see you.  If 
interested please contact the school office.   

Once again, thank you for making Valley a safer place! 

����������	��
Principal 
Hermosa Valley School 
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There is no doubt that one of the reasons Hermosa View and Valley students continue to excel is in part due 
to our phenomenal volunteers.  As we embark on this new year, we wish to thank those of you who 
consistently, and with great enthusiasm, keep up your weekly visits to classrooms, providing helping hands 
and positive encouragement. 

We celebrated our 100th Day of school on Tuesday, February 19th with a visit from Zero the Hero.  Students 
shared collections of 100 objects and took part in a variety of activities.  Our Superintendent, Dr. Sharon 
McClain, visited the classrooms wearing her 100-Button vest!  The 100th day of school is an important 
milestone for our students  - only 80 days of school left! 

This spring promises to be very busy.  Kindergarten Round Up has been scheduled for Thursday, March 13th, 
with new student registration beginning Friday, March 14th.  Please let all of your neighbors and friends know.  
Also, watch your classroom newsletter for information on the upcoming poem fests, plays, the 1st Grade Post 
Office and Camp Skeeter, science rotations, Field Trips, Field Day, Young At Art, Nutrition and Garden 
activities, Accelerated Reader, Accelerated Math, Books and Beyond, and Flag Ceremonies - just a few of the 
special activities students may be participating in. 

As we approach the final trimester of this school year, I invite you to stop by to share your thoughts, concerns 
and comments about our wonderful little school.  We greatly appreciate all you do to send your children to 
View both  prepared for school and also with a love of learning that makes our job so wonderful.   
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Principal 
Hermosa View School 
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¨ Please turn off your cell phones when driving onto the View campus.  As a courtesy, please 
have cell phones off in classrooms and office as well. 

¨ Please follow traffic pattern, driving the circle in middle parking lot counter-clockwise.  
NEVER DRIVE STRAIGHT THROUGH MIDDLE PARKING LOT, AGAINST TRAFFIC, TO 
UPPER PARKING LOT! 

¨ Please proceed slowly and with caution – young children in close proximity with cars is a 
dangerous combination. 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 
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Kindergarten enrollment for the 2008-2009 school year will begin with the 

Kindergarten Roundup Thursday, March 13, 2008 at 12:45 PM.  This parent-only 

meeting will take place in the Multi-Purpose Room at Hermosa View School, 1800 

Prospect Avenue.  Speakers will include the principal, health aide, school 

secretary, representatives from PTO and the Hermosa Beach Education 

Foundation.   A question and answer session will follow.   Enrollment packets will 

be available at the meeting and thereafter in the school office.  Registration will 

begin Friday, March 14 at 8:00AM. All 9 checklist i tems must be completed 

before AM/PM placement requests will be accepted an d HOP screening 

appointments are made.  Kindergarteners for the ‘08-’09 school year must be 5 

years of age on or before December 2, 2008.  Originals of birth certificate, 

immunization records and three acceptable proofs of residence in Hermosa Beach 

will be required, in addition to parent/guardian’s valid driver’s license and  

enrollment paperwork.  After March 14 office hours for registration are 

9:00AM-3:00PM.  

Please let your friends and neighbors know about this important event. 
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All visitors and volunteers  on Valley’s campus are required to sign in at the school 
office and wear a visitor’s badge while on campus.  This helps all staff and students 
know that visitors have a purpose on campus at that time.  Please sign out when 
leaving campus.  These procedures really help us keep our campus safe and assist us 
in knowing who is on campus at all times.  Thank you for helping us in this matter.  We 
are so pleased to have the many volunteers every day here at school. 
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I am happy to be back to work after being off sick. I want to thank all the staff for being very understanding; 
parents, and students who made it possible to have the library open. 

It was very interesting, planning the assembly for author, Dow Kump, from home. I was disappointed not to 
be able to attend, but I heard from everyone that he and his book, Project 00, were very well received. 

I wasn’t able to do much reading, but I was able to note the presentation by the American Library Association 
for the two big book awards for the year. The Newbery Award for most distinguished contribution to American 
literature for children was presented to Laura Amy Schlitz for Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a 
Medieval Village. This story brings the Middle Ages to life, fleas and all. I’m looking forward to reading this 
one. The Newbery Honor book awards were presented to Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis, The 
Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt, and Feathers by Jacqueline Woodson. 

The Caldecott Medal awarded to the artist of the most distinguished American picture book for children was 
presented to Brian Selznick for The Invention of Hugo Cabret. This is a very unique presentation of a picture 
book. I bought a copy from the book fair last year and everyone was speculating about the awards it might 
garner. I liked the story and presentation very much. Hugo is a young orphan secretly living in the walls of a 
train station where he labors to complete a mysterious invention left by his father. The text along with the 
double page, black and white pencil illustrations narrate the story. The illustrations remind one of the silent 
films to which the book plays homage. 

The Caldecott honor awards were presented to Henry’s Freedom Box: A True Story from the Underground 
Railroad illustrated by Kadir Nelson, First the Egg, written and illustrated by Laura Vaccaro Seeger, The Wall: 
Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain, written and illustrated by Peter Sis, and last but not least Knuffle Bunny 
Too: A Case of Mistaken Identity, written and illustrated by Mo Willems. 

I hope to be getting copies of all these books in the library very soon, so we can all begin to enjoy them. 

We are still in need of some volunteers who would like to help tag Accelerated Reader Books. We have many 
books yet to include in AR that aren’t marked. If you have a bit of free time and would like to help, please give 
me a call at (310) 937-5888 ext. 341. 

��������'�����
Valley Library Media Technician 

		 	 	 			����	&	��
����	������	�	����	����	

We are very proud of the care your children demonstrate in their use of the many technical materials 
provided in the science lab program.  For the last four years we have not needed to replace our solar 
panels, Newton meter, planetarium, data logger and motion sensor, plastic human torso, computer 
compatible microscope, pulse tek, motion trainer, light box or any other of the non-consumables required 
in the various experiments.   

The science lab is a safe, orderly, clean place to work and a lot of credit for this can be given to the many 
students who respectfully use this opportunity to collaborate and problem solve within this learning 
environment. 


�����������	����
Hermosa Valley Science Lab Teacher 

cduclos@hbcsd.org 
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We have been very busy since the first of the year with our Accelerated Reader Program.  Our first graders 
were introduced to the program during January and just in one month our first and second grade students 
took quizzes on 1,679 book selections.   Congratulations to the winners of the Accelerated Reading contest 
for December and January.  For 1st grade, the January winner was Amanda McDonald.  The 2nd grade winner 
for December was Max Ackerman and for January it was Brinn Borowsky, Saskia Jacobson, & Haley Heier.  
They received a special prize and their pictures are posted on the “Reader of the Month”  Bulletin Board in 
the library. 

In January we talked about Caldecott and Newbery award winning books and now the students are listening 
to the California Young Reader nominees.  It appears they are going to have difficulty choosing their favorite.  
Voting will take place in March.  I will inform you of the winner in the next newsletter. 

Upcoming events are as follows: 

Our Books and Beyond program will get started on March 3, 2008 for the first and second graders.  This 
year’s theme is “It’s a Matter of Character”.  The students will get small awards as they read through stations 
and after completing eight stations (120) books, they will receive a reading certificate and a Gold Medal at a 
year end assembly. 

The Book Fair will be held this year from May 29th through June 5th.  We will need a lot of volunteers for this 
event.  Please stop by and let me know if you can help out.  You will be able to shop with your children after 
school and at the Open House on June 5th. 

A Big Thank You  to Timmy Ludwig, Jenna & Zachary Barsuk, Brinn & Bailey Borowsky, Zander Levy, Quinn 
Satow, Kira Levin, Tess & Evan Fortier, Brigitte & Audrey Ahrens, Amalia Lohuis, Riley                           
Arnold, Nicholas Fraley, Lucas Dvorchak, Sean Keegan, Alyssa Van Dusen, Madeline 
Weissenberg, and the McDonald Family. They each donated one or more                                                   
new books to our library.  Come by and see all of their pictures on “The Friends of the 
Library ” Bulletin Board.  The students and staff are enjoying their selections. 

(��������������
View Library  
Media Technician 
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Dear Families, 

We are collecting Box Tops for Education.   
Each box top logo is worth 10 cents, and is found on 
participating General Mills, Betty Crocker, Pillsbury, Green 
Giant, Yoplait, Progresso, Totino’s, Lloyd’s barbecue & Old El 
Paso products.   Please turn box tops into either View or Valley 
School offices or your child’s classroom.   

Thanks for your participation. 
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Satow, Kira Levin, Tess & Evan Fortier, Brigitte & Audrey Ahrens, Amalia Lohuis, Riley                           

Weissenberg, and the McDonald Family. They each donated one or more                                                   
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HBEF Bimonthly Meeting :  Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at Hermosa Valley MPR.   Please join us 
at 7:00 p.m. for a meet and greet.  The one hour meeting will be followed by smaller committee meetings - as 
needed.  All adults welcome!  

“Under the Stars” with Hearts of Hermosa – March 7t h 2008.  Don’t miss the HBEF’s annual dinner, 
dance and auction at Sangria restaurant on Pier Plaza starting at 6 pm.  Live auction items include a private 
wine dinner for six on the Strand, a classic Bing lightweight surfboard, a three hour South Bay cruise for 20 
guests aboard the “Disappearance” yacht, a private patio party for 30 guests at El Gringo, a one of a kind 
private skate party at Volcom’s private training facility and a week at a Mammoth mountain condo that sleeps 
10.  Buy your tickets online at www.hbef.org.  And hurry – this event is a sell out every year!  

Kids Run Hermosa 2008 .   Mark your calendars for the morning of April 19, 2008.  This is the family event of 
the year with HB’s own Pier Plaza at center stage. Don’t miss the 2nd annual Kids Run Hermosa 5K, with 
proceeds benefiting the HBEF.   

Renaissance Faire- Hermosa View  School .   April 26 and 27, 2007.  

���+�.--#	����#.+��.�-�	
Stars Needed.  There are a few volunteer spots available for the Hearts of Hermosa team.  Projects big and 
small could use a hand. If you’re interested in joining please contact Michelle Lohuis at lohuis@msn.com. 

Everyone Can Be A Star!   Ask your spouse, neighbors, boss, CEO, CFO and the business people you come 
in contact with everyday if they would be interested in becoming a sponsor of our Education Foundation and 
the Hearts of Hermosa event.  For more information please contact SJFraley@aol.com or 
claudiadefries@mac.com.  

Help Wanted!  Would you like to help with HBEF events and projects?  To be added to our email list of 
upcoming volunteer opportunities, send your name and email address to Michelle Lohuis at lohuis@msn.com. 

�-/#.0-�.	.�/�1�	.��	
The 2008 Hearts of Hermosa sponsors!   Titanium Sponsor: The Smet family.  Platinum Sponsors: The 
Vogel family, Raytheon, Cormac and Marianne Wibberley, The Bronchick Family, John Uriostegui (Director, 
Deutsche Bank), Nick Alexander Imports.  Gold Sponsors: Chevron Corporation, Carol Frey, M.D. and Keith 
S. Feder, M.D., Kiwanis Club of Hermosa Beach, Continental Development Corporation.  Silver Sponsors: 
Lance and Christine Widman, Sharon McClain, Amber Kyle, M.D., The DeRosa family, Milefchik Rand Marer 
Medical Group, The Plenge family, Northrop Grumman, Union Bank, The Levy family, Leo & Molly Nordine, 
Dunham Stewart, Alexis Martin Neely, Skechers.  Bronze sponsors: Diana Croft, Caskey and Caskey of 
Shorewood Realtors, Baker Bearing Company, John Chuka Northwest Realty, Dr. Arlene and Jodi Venton, 
Janelle Holden, D.D.S., Consolidated Disposal.  

Brownie Girl Scout Troop #162 for leading the flag salute at the HBEF’s January bimonthly board meeting.  
Scouts from Hermosa included Laurel Matsui, Riley Lederamnn, Gaby Baker, PJ Sundeen, Amalia Lohuis 
and Sofia Vialpando – led by co-leader Michelle Lohuis.  

/���+�,-�-�.�		
HBEF has banners available for paid advertisements at 2 of the busiest intersections in Hermosa - PCH & 1st 
and Aviation & Prospect.  These banners effectively advertise your business or special event, gain wide 
exposure and the proceeds support our schools.  For more information, contact Carrie Cook at 
boyoboys@verizon.net. 
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Excellence in Education Annual Appeal 
 

The EEC would like to thank everyone who supports Hermosa Schools.  Whether 
it’s volunteering in the classroom, selling wrapping paper and raffle tickets, 
attending fundraising events or making cash donations, it all makes a difference in 
the lives of all our children.  Because of your participation, we have been able to 
save all programs in our school district for the past two years.  We hope to be 
equally as successful in our efforts this year. 

 

As you are likely aware, Governor Schwarzenegger has proposed budget cuts, including cuts to education, 
for the 2008-09 school year.  The proposed budget shows we will receive less funding next year than we 
received this year.  What does this mean for us?  It means that if we want our children to continue to have the 
programs that make the difference between good schools and great ones, we must bridge the gap from 
where the State/Federal funds end and our school budget shortfall begins. 

The Excellence in Education Annual Appeal (EEC) is the name given to the annual fundraising effort to bridge 
any remaining budget shortfall, after all HBEF and HVPTO fundraising has been taken into account.  We 
hope you will be able to support your child’s education with a donation to the EEC this year.  This money 
preserves programs that help make Hermosa schools a Blue Ribbon school district including Class Size 
Reduction, Music, Science, View and Valley Libraries, Art, PE Teacher (partial), Assistant Principal and much 
more.  No matter how small or large, your contribution will help provide our children with the strong foundation 
they need to succeed.  Also, remember to check if your company has a matching gift program, it could easily 
double your contribution! 

We need everyone’s support if we are to be successful in reaching our goal and saving all programs for 
another year.  We hope you will keep these programs in mind throughout the school year, and lend your 
support to the efforts of the HVPTO, HBEF, and EEC as we try to reach this year’s goal, and save it all for 
another year!  If you would like more information, please call or e-mail me with your questions. 

With Gratitude, 

(�!����������
EEC Chairperson 
(310) 381-2381 
Kims01@verizon.net 

�� �������	
����

���������� �
�

�������� 	�

��� ���
��� ����� ���� ����
��� �� �
���� ���
����������� ���� 
����� ����� ����� � �������� ����
�� ����

��� �����
��� ���� 
������� ��� �����
�� � �
����� ����� ��� ��
�������� �� 
����� 
�� ���� ����
��� ��� ��������� ���� ���� ����� 
����� ���
�����
�� � ��� ���� ������ �� �������� �������� ���
�� 
���� � �� ����� �


� ���
����
�����
�����
���������������������

������������


��������������	�

��������
� �



�

��
����	������	�	����	����	 	 	 	 		����	3	

��������
��	

����

��
�������  

¨ Thank you to all the parents who have chaperoned the dances ..... 
your time is greatly appreciated. 

¨ The next ink cartridge collection will be on Tuesday, April 1st.   

¨ The middle school talent show is scheduled for Thursday, April 3rd.  
Get your acts ready! 

¨ The last school dance will be on Friday, May 2nd. 

Thanks for supporting student council, 

����)�����
Student Council Advisor 

Hello from Young At Art! 
Your children have been producing some great works of art.  We hope you are 
happy with their interpretations of Miro, Kandinsky, Klimt, and Gehry.   Their 
projects have turned out great and the kids seem to be learning about the artists 
and having fun at the same time.   Our last project, which was based on the 
architect Frank Gehry required a lot of gold and silver paper to be cut into 
various shapes.  Flores Graphics, in Hawthorne cut the paper for all eleven 
schools involved with Young at Art.  It was a lot of work for them and we 
appreciate their generosity. 

The City of Hermosa Beach and the Upper Pier Art Committee (UPAC) have 
asked Ms. Alatorre, Young at Art and the students of Hermosa View and Valley 
to design and paint 20 banners to be displayed from lamp posts along upper 
Pier Avenue from May through August.  The UPAC has asked that we use a beach theme and make at least 
six of the banners with the Fourth of July theme.   Ms. Alatorre’s middle school students will work on 3 or 4 of 
the banners during their exploratory art class.  Young at Art Docents and other volunteers will work on the 
other banners on the View and Valley, campuses, during lunch and after school.  We will keep you posted 
through your child’s teacher as to when and where.  If you would like to get involved in this exciting project 
for our city please email Janie Hindle at JanieH522@aol.com or call her at (310) 379-6029. 

The Docents and the students have been busy working on their class projects for the Hearts of Hermosa 
Silent Auction.  We thank the YAA Docents for stepping up and spending their time and money to generate 
items for you to bid on.  Every year the docents try to produce an item for auction that incorporates the 
Young at Art theme.  This year the theme for Young at Art is “Modern Masters”.   It is amazing to see how 
creative the docents are in producing an item that accomplishes this.  We truly appreciate all their hard work 
and dedication to Young at Art and to our schools.  We would like to especially thank Carol Ryan for 
organizing the Docent class projects.  She handles this for us year after year and we are truly grateful.  Be 
sure to check out the Young at Art class projects at the Hearts of Hermosa Silent Auction.  We know you will 
be impressed. 

Thank You, 

*�����)�����
� Young at Art, Co-Chair 

������
����
� Young at Art, Co-Chair 


